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—A Case Study of Mikawa Area in Aichi Prefecture Damaged by the 1944
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Abstract

This study developed the method of converting the victims’ past experiences into the educational

tool for the development of disaster-awareness in the society. This method consists of 7 steps; 1)
conducting semi-structured interviews with victims of past major disasters, 2) structuring the elements
of the interview chronologically and geologically, 3) reconstructing the episodes from the cluster of the
elements to reproduce the image of ‘damage’ ‘victims behavior in the process of life recovery from the
disaster’ ‘received support from the community and administration’, 4) picturizing the episodes by
professional illustrators, 5) making educational material combining the information about hazard and
the extent of damage about the relevant disaster with the pictures of episodes, 6) disseminating the
material to the people especially who live in the area where the disaster occurred in the past, 7)
evaluating the effectiveness of the material. The significance of this study is visualizing lessons from

the past disaster to elevate the people’s level of risk perception.
Key words : 1944 Tonankai Earthquake, 1945 Mikawa Earthquake, Semi-structured interview, Disaster
experiences, Life recovery processes, Visualization for disaster reduction
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