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Building a Method of Developing the Capacity of Citizens of Reducing
Local Vulnerability to Disasters by a Workshop-Based Approach
—Case Study of Nagova City, Aichi Prefecture, Japan—

Reo KiMura*, Yoshinari HavasHr*, Tadahiro Motoyosur¥, Shoji Ouromo**, Koji KANDAFF
Ryuichi Goto*** Kunihiro FUKUTOME®*** and Tamiyo Konpo**F¥+*
* Nagova University
** Tohoku University
**¥ Nagova Institute of Technology
**k% Weather News, Inc.
*IRE Niigata University
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It is urgent and important to cultivate the capacity of citizens in reducing damage due to disasters, especially
under the pressing threat of the Tokai or Tonankai Earthquake disaster. This study established a workshop
program, which developed citizens' capacity to mitigate and prepare for disasters in their local community. This
program contains three workshops; 1)awareness of hazards and enumerating local vulnerability and possible
damage, 2)listing objectives of disaster mitigation and preparedness of the region, 3)embodying a disaster action plan
for the area. We applied this method to the project of increasing the capacity of disaster reduction by citizens living
in Nagoya, Aichi prefecture, Japan. The result was that they succeeded in producing their own disaster action plan.
However, the awareness of extending disaster action to other people living in the same area did not increase.

Key words: disaster reduction; earthquake disaster; regional characteristics; workshop-based approach; stake-
holders
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