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Developing a Survivor Confirmation System adapted to the Organizational Characteristics of a University
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We have developed an innovative survivor confirmation and management system
designed specifically to be compatible with the characteristics of the organizational
structure of universities, which encompasses over 20,000 members, many of whom are
staff and students commuting significant distances. A significant hurdle in maintaining
and utilizing a system designed to provide post-disaster information is that it can be
extremely difficult to update the necessary infrastructural data due to lack of use
during normal (non-disaster) conditions. We have overcome this problem by
developing a safety confirmation system that employs a database, which is used daily
and is regularly maintained. The system is unique because the database to confirm
survivor status is provided from the individual user IDs of the staff and students via the
University web portal site, which is also accessed daily. Herein we outline both the
justifications behind our approach and our implementation method.
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